[The role of prenatal Coxsackievirus infection in the etiology of congenital heart defects in children].
Sixty-two children with congenital heart diseases and 100 normal children were examined, their age ranging from 5 days to 6 years. Indicators of intrauterine enterovirus infection risk were detected in 93.5% of children with congenital heart diseases and in just 21.9% of the controls. Coxsackie A and B viruses were detected by immunofluorescence in urinary sediment cells of 84.4% of children with congenital heart diseases vs. 7.7% of the controls. None of the 20 serotypes of Coxsackie A virus was detected at a predominant rate, as compared to others. Among the Coxsackie B serotypes, Coxsackie virus B3 was recovered particularly frequently. Etiologic relationship of congenital heart diseases to Coxsackie virus infection, and possible persistence of these viruses in children with congenital heart diseases are discussed.